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Abstract

Dorothea and Lidgate, the two heroes in Middlemarch, are ideal characters in the works of George
Eliot, a 19th-century British writer. They are eager to realize their ideals and live the life they want
in Middlemarch, but their ideals are finally destroyed by such realistic factors as failed marriage and
social stereotypes. The contradiction between ideal and reality exists in Dorothea and Lidgate, as
well as in the huge Victorian society, and there are deeper reasons behind the two contradictions.
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