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Abstract

In the Korean short popular literary novel Guo Tu Ge Shi Shi Ji, the protagonist, Ge Shi, endures a
tragic fate but she withstands adversity through her steadfast adherence to ethics and her posi-
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tive approach to life. With the assistance of a deity, she eventually finds happiness in a fulfilling
family life. This reflects Confucian views on destiny that tragic circumstances and experiences
are aspects of fate beyond our control. In dealing with such destiny, Confucianism emphasizes
subjectivity and consciousness, advocating for adherence to ethics and proactivity, realising and
accepting one’s fate. The will of Heaven, or divine will, praises and rewards Ge Shi’s ethical con-
duct. Through vivid descriptions of characters such as Ge Shi Yinfengshi, and Gushengyuan, the
author communicates the importance of maintaining a positive outlook and strong moral com-
pass when dealing with life’s challenges. It also conveys a critique of negative and unethical so-
cial behaviors.
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