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Abstract

A rose for Emily is one of the William Faulkner’s most famous short stories, which tells the tragic
life of Miss Emily, a descendant of the declining southern aristocracy. This article attempts to ana-
lyze Emily’s unbalanced triple personality through Freud'’s theory of the tripartite structure of the
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personality. The aim is to explore the distorted psychology behind Emily’s personality imbalance,
as well as the external factors leading to her tragic fate. Based on analysis, Emily spends her life-
time struggling with the incessant conflict between the Id and Superego, and the Ego’s inability to
mediate. The dynamic balance of the three-tier personality which normal individuals possess is
disrupted in Emily, resulting in her distorted psychology. Behind Emily’s unbalanced personality
lies a distorted family environment under patriarchy, the drastic social changes sparked by the
Civil War, and her fleeting experience of love.

Keywords

Freud, Structural Model of Personality, A Rose for Emily

Copyright © 2023 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 51§

JEHR « AR TEANR SR E S L RS R MR R SO IR L, AR TR TR N 44T
S, HAF SRR TS5 Ry AR B SCAE,  FeiR R IR U5 AC2 . AR ST N/ N U KA K B S R SR
BT BB T# PGP LU A “ 20 NHERE B, AT AN ERE BOAR SO R I B2 bR . (R
ORI ) RARTLN “ e aniaisikit 2127 i B e R Nz —,  BASE B R AL 4 e 3
IR 7 NS RO 5, IHE T AR R U5 SR A 8 SOKTE « A BURBRIRR — 4. 58k ™ 1%
ZURBIZORI =+ RAS, BPIMORFFE RN RT R T SO B LE, 5 )AL 5 AET7 57 TR 4T Y
3T DURERJE AR T IORI R ARSAT N LB R R O R 5, iRk TEBUFE P
IRFERILRE 40 RFEZEEAM.

CHRZE SORFIRV B 2 e — e RS U B AN, — BB R TR LB AT AL, — R
TRACKRRME T, MR TREABES, — & LIOKRI AR & B A RARRI[L]. ORI iz ik
R R 22 5 SR DRI RS, AR ST P D s BP0 ) = AR R B A A SR 0 A L6 R SR N 8 SOK R I R 2% A%
HMKEE A2 A NJE TR 45 H AR R iz i 75 A .

2. BERPEARGHIIER TR

RIS B S 2 o R ENR RS FIES T N B 19 tHad K 20 tHedy), AE RS B AR A
PR R PORE S o Shse B LE A HA A 70 A PR R 7 5 e i) Atk b G572 T RG #0 Hr 0. 20 tH4d 20
FREW, 0 R EIEMTEE, BISERE T =B S S I,

FHES ARSI AR TR R BRI E R ISP ELEIR TR0 B E IR, 6 82
A0 FRFR SR IE AT HNF TR I, NIRRT G SR RE AP IR B B BN, Al ix £
BRI . AL A VFAE NSRS 2R Qn RAE N RS p 7 LRI TR BV ok, BR K
TR 27 )8 T =R, R RES I B A OB AE,  H — /Ny RS AE /KT 2 N B 48 R 43wk )& T
R, BUNHEEITMAREM AR AT RS BIs U, S R B THE SRR, AL
ARSI ABEAEAESE, A 0CE NG AREMZ), AR VFIX LN AER AR TS5 3 B B rRI2]). 98
VAP SR s 2 AR K40 N T R IR (preconscious) A1 76 B R (unconscious) B 8  » o, B A IR AL T =& IR
EARBI R, 8 T s RS 4, XA AR T BRI T DAAR B R R A, T T A R
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A BERE SR (1 il PR AR 4. RUBLAE,  SOKEDRE G S PR 1 R AR M 2 A e i 2 S0k & b, iR
WSCR R R EHE, RGN 1 ORI IR SO 4. 0k, ORI AR Z rhid e 4
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