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Abstract

The early German Romantic poet Novalis constructs a transcendental world by aid of dream im-
ages in his novel Heinrich von Ofterdingen, in which the three dreams presented in the novel have
a strong narrative function. The father finds his lover in his youth with the help of the dreams, and
the son, Henrich, is guided by the dreams to finally find his lover and arrive at the land of poetry.
This paper takes the dream images of father and son as a starting point to explore the important
role of dream narratives in deepening the novel’s romantic themes of love, poetry and returning
home.
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