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Abstract

Mencius’ “nature” is a difficult category in the history of Chinese philosophy, which has been de-
bated by scholars throughout the ages. The root cause of the controversy lies in the misuse of the
method of “reason” with rationalism and utilitarianism to speak of “sexuality”. This paper tries to
jump out of the ideological field of “Zegu”, takes Mencius’ “doing what he did not do” as an entry
point, and makes use of Liang Shuming’s subtle interpretation of Mencius’ thought to make a brief
sorting and interpretation of Mencius’ thought on “sexuality”. With the help of Liang Shuming’s
subtle interpretation of Mengzi’s thought, we will briefly summarize and interpret Mengzi’s idea of
“sexuality”.
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