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Abstract

As a Western Marxist, Marcuse was extremely influential in the Frankfurt School. Marcuse’s phi-
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losophy of human nature, with “erotic liberation” as the core, transcends the purely naturalistic
tendency of Freudian psychoanalysis by inheriting the theoretical basis of Marx’s theory of labor
heterogeneity, and uses the methodological presuppositions of psychoanalysis to supplement
Marx’s theory of labor heterogeneity, so as to realize the organic unity of human nature in nature
and society. Marcuse fused the ideas of Freud and Marx, and proposed that eros is the essence of
human beings, and the emancipation of eros is the key to human emancipation, and the emancipa-
tion of eros is not the same as the emancipation of sexual desire, and the emancipation of labor is
the key to the emancipation of eros. Marcuse’s theory of erotic liberation answers to human na-
ture and its state of being, arguing that when human instincts and desires are no longer dominat-
ed and repressed, man achieves true freedom. The “Freudian Marxism” paradigm of interpreta-
tion of human nature created by him pointed out the way for human beings to seek freedom and
emancipation to a certain extent, but his tendency to simplify and instrumentalize labor led his
theory to fall into the trap of purely explanatory role.
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