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Abstract

Retired college students who have returned to school are outstanding talents with special charac-
teristics that have been tempered by the military’s melting pot. They possess solid political and
theoretical literacy and high quality in serving the entire people. They play a very important role
in the ideological and political education work of Chinese universities. And with the rapid increase
in demand for high-quality military personnel by the country, the number of retired college stu-
dents returning to school is also showing an increasing trend. Universities can deepen persona-
lized teaching, establish vanguard teams, and build communication platforms to guide, encourage,
and support retired and returning college students to participate in ideological and political edu-
cation in universities, realize their special value in ideological and political education, improve the
level of ideological and political education in universities, and broaden the breadth and depth of
education in universities.
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Figure 1. Percentage of political affiliation of surveyed respondents (retired and returning college students)
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Figure 2. Participation of retired and returning college students in public service volunteering activities
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Figure 3. Contribution of retired and returning college students to political education in colleges and universities
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Figure 4. Scholarships awarded to retired and returning college students
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