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Abstract

Coumestans are a class of natural compounds characterized by a four-ring lactone as their core
structure. They are predominantly found in plants of the Fabaceae (Papilionaceae), Leguminosae,
Compositae, and other botanical families, exhibiting diverse pharmacological and physiological
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activities such as anti-tumor, antimicrobial, antiviral, hemostatic, treatment of osteoporosis, and
estrogenic effects. In recent years, with advancements in chemical synthesis and biotechnology,
there has been a profound exploration of the scaffold construction and biological activities of
coumestan-type natural products. This article aims to comprehensively review the structural fea-
tures, methods of scaffold construction, and the latest research developments in the biological ac-
tivities of coumestan-type natural products.
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1. 5l

7 5. (coumarin) ) 2 AEAE T HAR T B — PP N ERRAL G o R ) B S A IR I 1 R A R A I A%
NEIINE R RRL 2 458 2% 52 T BRI SO BEAR 2 —[1]. VP2 B SR ATAEY SRR 42 1%
iy ARG IFEARFE LR BT TV [2], RO AR AEYETE . WBtE[3] [4]. B HIV [5].
PrEEAL[6]. HUR[7] [8] [9]. HLAR[L0]. HUkE[11]. LZHFREAMGINHI[12]. KEF o i& JAREINHI[13]5 .
Hop, IR S RATAEDE YA R 0 — R E B A, TR A i B R RS AR A
F[14]. Wl 1, 2R EMEE EVENE TR, (E AR ZAEPURIR coumestrol, 1KB
#1175 wedelolactone. denthyrsin £l fluorophore %, CELZE#TF RN FTELEZ) . RS2 AN4K[15]

COL
(0) (@]

Coumarin

il

Denthyrsin Fluorophore

Figure 1. Some representative active benzofuranocoumarin compounds
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2. Coumestan XA ERHEEERETRE MG FMY

Coumestans /& —K&H & G R B LM FIEEVIRAERET=Y, BRABRGENEEZRZRMNED
M — MR [16]. VENE SR FIEN — 01 2 0 T &M, 2 S FH(Leguminosae) F1%6 #}
(Compositae) [17]. HBHZZEMAIE 2 fios, WHERRAZRIFRIE[3,2-cIfF 28, HRFLFRA 6H-ZKIFIE
W[3,2-C] 2K ML M -6- i [ 18]«

1956 4, Govindachari Z£[19]1 YK M4 2587056 (Wedelia Calendulacea) i+ 2 5545 3 1 25— 4
Coumestan 1t & ¥ - i i 3 4 fig (Wedelolactone) . Bickoff %5[20] T 1957 4F Ff ¥k M $ it i = - 31
(Landinoclover) 43 & -1 7€ 1 H:45#) . Dhar [21]41 Jongheon Shin [22]i5 84173 5T 1990 4EF1 2014 4 M
HZGNE e FP T > B4R 3] T 3 NHTALA Coumestan 2R RARFEH, Ik Hdr 444 bavacoumestan A, B,
C.2006 4£, Wang %5 M\ Z11¢ 44 # 3& (Hedysarum multijugum) (4R 173 2545 %) 1 10 > Coumestan 1 & 4[23] »
Chai 1 Zhu 557 2019 43 A MAME NIRRT 73 2545 2] T A4 bavacoumestan D [24]F1 bavacoumestan E
[25]. 2022 4F, ¥ 75 fHURERZH [26] 4k S A% h 73 85 L 252133 T 6 AN bavacoumestan 8RR 4,
43 & bavacoumestan F-K.,

FRIEFATTHT Coumestan R SCHR AR R B, H 1956 A9 5K AT 4 2R W/t 4 7 15 IR I Coumestan 1L,
HEYLIK, EA R YRR T % e R 2 PP 454 & 57 1¥) Coumestans [27]. Coumestans {4 5 &}
VIR EE R AEARE =4, (E S RMEY )72 2 B RN 4% 2 [28]

I 25 B 225006 7R tH Coumestans R AFIZGERIER], BRIGEEE NI T— BAERIR Vb A s
#| Coumestan b &4, Fld KEMAEY LR, BRHXIBUEVERIE R | Z AT,

a: R'~R’= H, coumestan. b: R®= R® = OH, coumestrol.
c: R?=isoprenyl, R® = R® = OH, psoralidine.

d: R?= R’ = isoprenyl, R =R® = OH, sigmoidine K.
e: R"=R5=R®= OH, R®= OMe, wedelolactone.

f: R' = R®= R%= R® = OH, dewedelolactone.

g: R =R® =R%= OH, lucernol.

h: R' = R® = R® = OH, aureol.

i: RZ=0Me, R®= R*=R®= OH, PCALC-36.

j: R®=R®=0OH, Bavacoumestan D.

K: R®= OH, R® = OMe, Bavacoumestan D.
ARAEHEM , R=H

Figure 2. Representative coumestans
2. BEBKFEMH coumestans

2.1 fAEN

RMIBEIRT JE(RA) R —Fli WL SO NE B 5 G BEVE i [29], 4B B RIZEIGIN, X B A
JiEE O™ T . RA AT R B, WAL 4% . BV IR A £ E B ARGt R,
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ZefpietR, 18 Z5%) administration, EAEZIR SRR ZHI(DMARDs).  JF 8471 % 24(NSAIDs). B
BB R AE 7, B ARV RS BB B [30]. AR, RISk RAVREITIVE T ERKEEE, H
KGRI T A PR BOAR & & RIE YT A SCRIME A I ), DR a U5 E T R i,
LA RAJRITZW).

K MR BJR) 22 24 b F TR T 2R R I 56 5 28 (RA) IG5 Jl L . 4nf&] 3, Glytabastan B (GlyB)j& —
Tl 38 1 M Z R 23 B 1K coumestan 2846 & 4[31]. Tu S5E i 40 i se s MBS i 7, AR T
GlyB X IGTT R RRE B FUBL ISR 1 e I 520 [32] . W Fu a4 AL, GlyB REMEHINHI 8 RE DA 1 F1 5 o7 4
JBE AREMMPS) =4, B SRERN; R, EEREMH RANKL 7 S B 4n i A e, b it 4
AR bR SR A E R thAh, GlyB £E /) USRS bt o (AT SERE B8 4 TR R R 2 e
PIRR . I L 2B o SRR B 2 E AN SIS 2 B 2 SR G b, RALN LRI GlyB i il
MAPK F1 PISK/AKT @& HIH0E, LA EATH NS 5 18 B (fLFE NF-xB Fl GSK3B/INFATCL) N K H G
JTAEF . dhah, 259 f ke B #EARFS e M (DARTS)SL 50 . 4 g #4 %5 2 (CETSA) LGN 43X 42 43 i iE
ST GlyB 5HHEE A ERK 2. INK 1 F1 PI3K fE{LIF3E p110 (o B+ 6 1 ) 2 (M ELIEAH BAE T, X5
0] MAPK 1 PIBK/AKT EA2 M2 7 HEAEM . 48 BInR, Xt s LY GlyB & — M
JIW 288 gk, wTH T IRBAAR T RA.

Glytabstan B (GlyB)

J

Figure 3. Structure of compound Glytabastan B
& 3. k&) Glytabastan B £5#4

2.2. MEEREN

SERR(TBYWE N — R e, X ARk AL PAMBUERM . HET, &0 Oy R — R S8t
FEJFEF[33], 1% 2018 —4F A 1000 J3 NERGLUb G, I T 380 - 2 G A7 R hI S5 o i) E T B
B2 251 25(MDR) 32 i 25 45 4% 955 (XDR-TB) 1) H BB 21— LR 25 W I R0 R o 7655 — RIS 25 Ay
WLV 4E 5, AN PR ET D45 A% 254) DLIA ik (bedaquiline) A1 4T 55 J& it (pretomanid) 3275 € [ £
2 i B R R (FDAVEAE, TR T T 25 P10« 208 M), B B U 45 4% 25 P AT I i o) TSI B 5
AL ZU(WHO) SR 4 1) 24 25 S5 4% 0 TR &2 ¢ B 2L

Bishai MRAEZIRZE T KT coumestan (146G WITE S5 4% 697 R 38 7697 24 [33] . WFFE N 0 R BI
coumestan 1k &4 A LLIE L 4717 Mycobacterium tuberculosis 71 Pks13 Bk & HEHT 45 %1 H . Pks13 filg 2
—FhE G, SR PRI G R a-kidk p-BRERER, 3E IR G O % o BORT R A R 06 7 (4 2
FSGH 73— PR 57 SRR 1) Wi A o BIF 2 A B coumestan 4k & 40 5%F 24 W UBR AN 24k (1) 25 % 23 BT B 250 LA v
I HHE AR ) EE MR, B RIFMIEREME. Bh4h, coumestan b &4 5 — LR &5 242 MR 28 X
M 2. SRRas REoR, HHE 4 BETREEY 11 15 5/ MR E (MIC) R 45 % 4 BiFF i, vl LA
WA B HCE M 6.0 log10 By a0 2K R LA T (1.0 logl0 Hihr). 2454R3h It e 68, a1 BA R
LF AR A= 0 B2 (19.4%) o TE/N BRUBRGLAME ST R AL, A& 1 (VAT RIS 75 2= 1Y) B 2557 28,
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175 R ISR 7 W s B R N . 25 BT, X% 4R ] Coumestan L & W23t —20
TER S50 23 A A SR ) o

4 )

Q.

\. J/

Figure 4. Compound 1 with antituberculosis
effect
E 4. BEMERIERNLEN 1

2.3. A

WK 5 iR, £ RN HA PURIGTER coumestan 28 KR4, HH, Wedelolactone /24>
BRI — > coumestan ZEAL G I SCER AT, FRATTZ I Wedelolactone & 3 Demethylwedelolactone
AR AT VEGFR-2 [f 52 Z I iG 1 [34] 7EIRIZE N 0.1 mg/ml (AT, BAML & W] %5
A 93.32%F1 78.66%. fHISFEEMIZ, X} Demethylwedelolactone #EATREEREGAL 5, FL/KEMEIS 2B %
PEw, TR I, fHARLEAR IR A T (0.1 mg/ml), FIHIERILF] 100%. X5 2567 B B R
FHM, JEE R Z 101.08%.

Wedelolactone (2) CL i R L& —Fif 2 HIEBEER) S5-I A A BEHIHIFI(1ICs = 2.5 mM), HiK &
coumestrol (5) 1] 40 £5[35] A HI1E F it 5 B B2 BRAILHI S [36] . HhAb, A #iiETE H, Wedelolactone
()TEARSME I T 2 G C 1ty X fk A N 11 71 i 4 i 7 12 o A DR FLATAE W) Demethylwedelolactone (3),
CLE S H B A 0 7L e e Pl RS AR 2 Ve A KA L RS (U . IR, Psoralidin (4) 7 78 % B HLRE 6 175
SIE. S, BEART SRR TI[37]. AN, AR coumestrol (5)th gt K ILREL A S
FLIRIE . OV . R A B i A PR

HO
Wedelolactone(2) Demethylwedelolactone(3) Psoralidin(4)

Coumestrol(5)

Figure 5. Coumestan natural products with anticancer activity

[ 5. BEBHEEEMAY coumestan 2ERIAFZH

2016 4, Wellington P4 [38] LAk LR34 (K ) LA By AN Ay SR AR 0 RONLIRAY), B (] —Fh 44 0
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HelF(Laccase EC 1.10.3.2) 1 H 1 B (AL A BX T — & %1 coumestan AT (LI 6), F PPl B AT PUEIE M
WFARN R T =R AN 52 (TK10, UACC62 fil MCF7)#E47 55, 08/ 1 4l A= K3m b 8 4R
KA EDHIEYE . BATE TR MUEWTEA R I R 1) Glsy (50%2EKAMHIKE). TGl (B4
KANHIAE) M LCs (50%IMFEWE) . SLIREE R IR, HAp—FAT (LG 7)%F 56 F I8 4 ik
UACC62 FIFL I 40 fu bk MCF7 UL H s R I PURavE 14, 10 53 — PP AT AP0 (1 &4 8) % i P A 48 i ik 2R B
HH ST, EH — M AT A D) 6)%F X P AR AH MO bR R I B S5 IS 1 . B AR I, A S ERE
fREEM coumestan ATAEYIEA 0 PTG, T F RS R SRAS YU IS M I B IR U . BkAh, TR
R, 1XEE coumestan FIHTIE I PR S H TRV 1 2 TR A 2R VAR O . ST &, 1B F08 coumestan AT
VIR E AU E RS T A ME MG, Iy — b sk S A W ) A P T AT S AR FH L
SRt 7 AL A.

Renal (TK10) cancer Melanoma (UACC62) cancer Breast (MCF7) cancer

Gl5p=28.73 uM Gl5p=5.35 uM Glsp =29.51 uyM
Log P =2.90 + 1.47 Log P =3.82 +1.47 Log P =3.54 £ 1.51
Breast (MCF7) cancer

G|50=7.96 }JM

Log P =3.82+147

Figure 6. Coumestan derivatives 6, 7, 8 with anticancer activity
6. BEEHEEMEA coumestan $TE4 6. 7. 8

2.4. EIERMRIER[39]

Ben MEZHTERF 70 R I T wedelolactone f 4= H 2B WG 1, BIMETE/NFIE (0WM) T, B HAE R IE TR
wedelolactone #ilE SZ 2 MER R 2R (ER)a £l b [ sh7, X —Fpthimid &% Jelint %15 ERa 8¢ ERb 1141 i
HhRME B R IS T AR (ERE) (1 J0E A2 1 X 2 S50 15 LAUE S o 7EFLIRJm 4, wedelolactone AE il ¥l
WERZ R AR, VR i B S R 20k, R PO AR R R S R (S 5 . IR EERL
AT 20 ER F5HU7 1C1 182,780 THALERFTHIH], M7E ER [FF 1= L a8 0t Hh D) A W 452 3803 2 25407 o [R]
wedelolactone 77 i 4t i A/ AR ER R R HEVE R, BRI ER BP0 AN R I 415 S il kg 3
R o

IR, ARG RN E . S 5%E. EMirh. MR8 Rk & & T BT 17K
B, RUEE R R R F R L5 T4 0 5 A 2 e

3. Coumestan XA E R =
3.1. Coumestan XA = WEMSFIER B B F R IE

Coumestans /& —J&& A7 UANIA I N EESRAC E9,  AE BT RIR R A MG L5 5 A RBESS H )
AFAE, RELAD SR A& O T Bk M 51 7T E )2 000 . %SRS W) T BRI R A Ry
M SR PRI RIS 0 T IEEAE L, EAEE A C=C ##. Af > 6/6/5/6 MY CIf34h

o
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A —AWEEH . WK 7 P, BT, 3K coumestan EAEHTTEEE R A=K B RKREEEE
f5¢ (pterocarpan) Ak it SR A 3T coumestan ‘28, 58 2K iz:ﬁﬂttﬂfﬁ%lﬁ‘]%ﬁﬁimizx#”ﬂfﬁ%; B
IR AE A FER I A (1) H Aty E A8 i AR FE R ER (5] 7).

ﬁtype I

X HO,

0

(o)

Figure 7. Framework construction strategy of Coumestan natural products

[&] 7. Coumestan ZEX IR =Y H ZRHATT RIS

3.2. jfid Pterocarpan BE L BES#5 coumestan B 42

Pterocarpan {48k it S5 A% — Ml coumestan Z84b &1 4 & R 5 1

2001 4, Costa Z#Zif M4 [40)3Ri& T @it Pterocarpan B N REE R B, &RT 54 A 3AI B 3
AAARA S coumestan AL &YW 8). W78 i3 LLTS A% 9 yitdn 5kl @it Baeyer-Villiger
Oxidation S S 152y 1 [A]44 10, 2RJ5 7345 3-BLPA ot — ARSI A0 A 5 (AcO) Hg [ W AR 1R - Mt iR
AW 11 FAE R A PR E Y 12 FELE PACL EALIE R N ARAE T Heck IR NAF 2] T O H & B i 44
Pterocarpan13, # i Pterocarpan13 5 DDQ 7£ THF ff-F =5 N i &3 3] — R 5 [H HUR ) coumestan
b &) 14a-d.

pee

O R4
O OR™ 4. _1.DDQITHE
;
RO O o R3 2. H2Pd/C
R® 43

Me,CO

PdCly,/ LiCl

acetone

A

a, R'=H, R%=H, R3=R“=OCH20 (40%)

b, R'=Me, R2=R3=R*=OH (45%)

¢, R'=H, R2=H, R3>=OMe,R*=0H (48%)

d, R'=Me, R?>=0H, R3=0H, R*=OMe (55%)
e, R'=H, R?=H, R3=R%=0H (40%)

Figure 8. Professor Costa’s project
8. Costa HUIFEMLBA IS T
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2007 £, Naito iff ﬁéﬂ[4l]ﬁk5@¥hﬁ5%ﬂi‘ﬁmﬂﬁ FHFAIAC SR, SEHL TR AR IR R AR
RIS P e R A B IL ] 9) e BIFFEN Bk —Fh Al ) O- AL F2 % 16 5 45546 &, RIGXHF BN 5 17
BT QBN EE AR, Gl WA BT ) =R TFIRIE 18, B, il PCC ALEE =FAZRIERRNE 18, 5
AW, 13 EIRIRF24) coumestan, F=2N 76%. BFFURIL, 1 =R OB B FE A, did =5 2 Bt
e PR BE 19 [3,3]-Sigmatropic FEHE s B m] LAFIEEAT, M SEEL T 2R HERmE & . Bbak, BFFRA RLIE
KPR EHE S ST LA T 6 OE B AR A ML A %Lﬁﬂjﬁff WEFN LRI A T LR
SR, fFE Stemofuran A. Eupomatenoid 6 Fll Coumestan. iXFh& 7254 ik @A s A, JEH
TG T X R S AT R

Q.= —. L e
B(OH)2 ONH; ©\
16

Lhi.

coumeston

Condition: a) 2 steps, 83%, ref ; b) 4-chromanone, concd. aqueous HCI, EtOH,room temp.
2 h, 93%; c) TFAT, DMAP, CH,Cl,, room temp., 4 h, 78%; d) PCC, CH,Cl,,40 °C, 4 h, 76%.

: 4 steps
B(OH)
15

stemofuran A OH

OH

B(OH)Z
Eupomatenoid 6

Figure 9. The project of Naito
9. Naito R FH R

3.3. FEEFHEIAREA EH4H coumestan B 52

3.3.1. FeCl; /- FHYE L HFIER[42]

2011 4E, Zhao B [FISHRIE M —Fi & BTV, 1% EFIH FeCls v S0 T L, T8I BRI
# C-O BRI EE T R IHMRI L5, MTiTH2] T coumestan B 22 (LI 10). fﬁ/\&ﬁﬁﬁﬁlj, SIPONEY
A LA, IAE FAS R AR I 1) 4-F23E-3- 28 L -2H- BT A 0 R OSE Y, 5 FeCls A0
RN ESFR R, IIE T 30 Z2 AR HUREER coumestan fiTAEY) . BRI S, X — T ERA RN %
PREA, PRSI RIRE AL A NLE A ESUEER HE T —FhA & RS, L HRE R T A A A R
FREE) coumestan ZEALE W) o IXTRHI T8 AT KBTI A B 22 DL S G 2 AR VE IR coumestan 2R 46 & 4424k T
BAMTE, HABELYEREESH 4 Z PN

3.3.2. Pd(OAC), fE{L B9 {BEX iz RZ#3K coumestan & %2

2016 4=, McGlacken F1 Xu SR 53 | 7 4 5E i Pd(OAC)/Ag,0 F1 Pd(OAC),/AgOAC kAL,
75T W IR L YA B coumestan ZRA6A4 .

McGlacken PR ZH 431381 X C-H V& B LI 4- 2R k-2 75 T 2 F0 2-ME il 24 (R (ILIE] 11).
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oxidative C-O bond formation

FeCl; (2.5 eqiuv) R=%

R1 DCE
rt -reflux \R1
21
R= H, Me, MeO (S) 17 examples
R=H, Me, MeO (S), Br, CI 32-89% yields

Figure 10. Fecls;-mediated oxidation loop of 4-hydroxycoumarin
10. FeCly M 51 4- 2 BB I RHEWHIR

R
1
O/C Pd(OAC), (10 mol %)
A920 (1.5equiv) .
NaO'Bu (0.2 equiv)
X“N0  PivOH (0.5M), 140 °C, 16h X

X=0, NMe 25
24
: ﬁ >
Br O>
PBr HO
3 DS 28
96%
o 720/ MeO o” 0 MeO 0" 0O
o7 29

Pd(OAc), (10 mol %)
Ag-0 (1.5equiv)
NaOtBu (0.2 equiv)
PivOH (0.5M),
140 °C, 16h

30a: 30b
84:16 (82 %)

30a
Flemichapparin C

Figure 11. Double C-H activation under Pd(OAc),/Ag,0O cocatalysis
[E 11. Pd(OAC),/Ag,0 L T C-H J&EIL

WETERIBNE ettt 7 SR, KB PA(OAC), 1 HEILT . Ag.O 1ER%AALI. NaOtBu 11 9
PLK PivVOH 1E N FING, [N BURE . SRIG, M6 OB R pia g 4T TS, RIAEAS IR IR 25
PR, SONATSREENS B AT o bk, B TS B GESS SOSHLER AT THRFE, R C-3-H BRIISIIE [ M
W) T EENER . B E R RN, AT R T C-3-H BRI TS, I H RS R
B B, [EAERNZ, FFRANRFIRZ =AW T KRR flavichapparin C (7% 48%).

Xu PRGH[44]iH 1 PA(OAC)/AQOAC SEMEAL K 1 — i &k SR T 22 5F 11 73 1 N 28 XABHL(CDC) e b
K4 RS coumestan 45K B & 2 28L&, U coumestans F1[3,2-c]coumarins (W& 12). %5k EA
R A U RD IR G, JF HLT DAE R AF AR R = 28 (k. 99%) & 2 AR &I 7+ Tl
AR L A, AT LSBT AN [ B 75 1Y) 4-05 S8R B3R 31 MR PETE AL, AT SEBI 1% 2 R4
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MBI o IXR TN G A G R BRI T — AR =gt

H
’d
X Pd(OAc),
y  AgOAc, CsOAc
1 \ \ .

RS _ PivOH , 100 °C

X7 N0 27 examples
X=0, NH 32

31 up to 99% yield

Figure 12. Pd(OAc),/AgOAc cocatalyze intramolecular cross-coupling
reactions

12. Pd(OAC)2/AgOAC AL 55 FRIAE B EE R K

3.3.3. SPkBURIRRELAZT coumestan FERFAFHPIR & AL SRR

2019 4F, Al KA ERL AR K FIR A [A5]H0E T — A fE . mak. KRS BMAGT. X2 mEE
JEE) EL A AR AT B B AR 28 1k 00 4 BSR4 Bk coumestan 246 & (L ] 13) . BIF 78 B3 53 Cu(OAC)2
A1 1,10-FE B AL A 20 -F256-3- 05 H A T K 33 40 TN XBAL C-O fBIE B, LA & 241 57 1 7= 2 )
T coumestan B EEHAFE] T — R coumestan fiTAN) . ZITIERAEERNE RN HE T, HAE K
coumestan R IR =) FI HAth ST 2 ML T4t 1B A SR o

N Cu(OAc); (20 mol %) 00
R=— 1,10-phen (20 mol %) R—%
1 -
~ ~ >
| L1 DMSOM,0 (3:1)
P o
HO 135 °C, 18h -

33 34 OH

Figure 13. Cu(OAc), catalyzes intramolecular cross dehydrogenation
C-O coupling
13. Cu(OAcC), L 3 FRRZ Xt S C-O BBk & 2
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