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Abstract

Semantics is the core content of philosophy of language and linguistics, and the theory of meaning

NES|I M fEE EE T N E 23 B AR pLET ). BUGEF %, 2024, 12(4): 360-367.
DOI: 10.12677/ml.2024.124259


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ml
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2024.124259
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2024.124259
https://www.hanspub.org/

.
nEd

has always been an important proposition in the study of philosophy of language. In the tradition-
al sense, the Referential Theory, the Theory of Description and the Theory of Cause and Effect all
contain issues that are difficult to explain currently. Professor Wang Yin (2012) took cognitive
linguistics as the theoretical framework and philosophy of language as the foothold, and put for-
ward a new concept of referential theory—The Metonymy-naming View, which is used to explain
the metonymic mechanisms of naming things. Its connotation can be summarized as follows: on
the basis of experiencing external things in the world, people realize one specific characteristic of
a target matter, and then solidify this characteristic with a certain word, due to which the naming
process of this target matter could be accomplished by metonymic genre. Based on the explanato-
ry power of the Metonymy-naming View, this paper applies it to explore the metonymy-naming
mechanisms of 23 provinces in China (Hebei, Shanxi, Liaoning, Jilin, Heilongjiang, Jiangsu, Zhe-
jiang, Anhui, Fujian, Jiangxi, Shandong, Henan, Hubei, Hunan, Guangdong, Hainan, Sichuan, Guiz-
hou, Yunnan, Shaanxi, Gansu, Qinghai and Taiwan Province). The results show that all these 23
provinces are named under the metonymy-naming mechanism of using one part to replace the
whole, as those parts being manifested as location, natural scenery, town, road, mansion, and eth-
nic language. This study adopts qualitative and quantitative research methods. Through literature
review and application of correlative theories, it draws a qualitative analysis on various metony-
my-naming mechanisms of China’s 23 provinces, while the quantitative analysis on the proportion
of various mechanisms is also displayed through statistical charts and tables.
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Figure 1. The metonymy-naming view
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Table 1. The metonymy-naming types and amounts of China’s 23 provinces
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Figure 2. The proportion of the metonymy-naming types of
China’s 23 provinces
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