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Abstract

Internet appellative is a variant of appellative, referring to words with the function of referring to
people used by Internet users during online communication, which can be propagated easily.
Based on the research perspective of sociolinguistics, this paper explores the types, functions and
characteristics of Internet appellatives and categorizes Internet appellatives into three types,
namely, positive, negative and neutral. It is found that internet appellatives are characterized by a
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tendency towards lexicalization, increased fun and a prominent pejorative nature. This paper
summarizes a total of four reasons for the formation of network appellatives. First of all, network
appellative is one of the ways for netizens to vent their emotions. Different groups can be distin-
guished through the use of appellatives. Secondly, language, as a social thing, must be influenced
by socio-political, economic and cultural factors, which are also the fertile soil for the production
of various kinds of online appellatives. Once again, the emergence of various emerging media has
led to a change in the medium of communication, which has accelerated the speed of the spread of
Internet appellative language. Finally, the development of language follows its own development
law, which is objective. The study of Internet appellatives helps to enrich the modern appellation
system. At the same time, the development of society promotes the development of language, and
the change of language reflects the change of society.
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