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Abstract

In modern Chinese, the adverb “Yishi” is often used as an adverbial before the predicate element
to modify the sentence element. The grammatical meaning of “Yishi” is a non-human-controlled
short-term existence, which can be classified into three categories: current short-term existence,
occasional short-term existence, and psychological short-term transformation. It presents characte-
ristics of short-term, contingency, negativity, and uncontrollability in semantics, and tends to be neg-
ative in the internal composition of sentences, while appearing less frequently in affirmative sen-
tences.
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