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Abstract

With the increasing competition in the global market and society’s growing concern for sustaina-
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ble development, environmental, social and corporate governance performance (ESG) has become
one of the key elements for manufacturing firms to maintain their competitiveness due to its
comprehensiveness and sustainability. This paper selects the data of A-share listed manufacturing
companies in Shanghai and Shenzhen from 2016 to 2021 as the research sample, and empirically
examines the impact of ESG performance on the international competitiveness of Chinese manu-
facturing companies based on the fixed effect model. The study shows that ESG performance can
significantly improve the international competitiveness of manufacturing enterprises. In addition,
the grouping study based on industry and ownership nature shows that non-heavily polluting en-
terprises and non-state-owned enterprises are more likely to improve their international compe-
titiveness through ESG performance. Further analysis reveals that the ESG performance of heavily
polluting enterprises after one lag period can significantly improve their international competi-
tiveness, i.e., in the long run, the positive ESG performance of heavily polluting enterprises can
improve their international competitiveness. The findings of the study not only provide theoreti-
cal and empirical references for the optimization and implementation of China’s ESG policies, but
also provide important insights for China’s enterprises to enhance their international competi-
tiveness and practice the concept of sustainable development.
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1. 518

ESG (Environmental, Social and Governance) BI85, #E2FIA BTG EE, & —FLE a2 AL 5 vt
PR Ao DT AR AN A G PR G 0T 26 I 55 S A A8 P 3 B AR E A, FH DA B AN PEAG Al
TENRREE R SR ABATH 2 THUESSE H LA RIL. 2004 4, BAAEARMEHRE (Who Cares Wins)
AR T ESG MM, AR ESG N B AN T 3 Hh RE7 R 58 W KRR L (1) T 3 R0 T A 4 22
RO Ak, BEESRARN. 218 2 DL RS R S ko ) UZHT R, BORIER 22 1 [ 5 R B2
ZUT AR AL AL BSG 15 B4 85, LA B A BRILZ) 20 ZU(UNGC) it itl| B R HLAH 2 A 7] BRAE 3 2 — 1 ESG
F U3t 45 (Communication on Progress, COP) [1]. R M T R IEE ZK, # EAE ESG J5 e L5,
HE X Hbrdgtija, ESG S22 okl M5ciE. M 2017 4F E SHER BB IA BT ESG #
T, B 2019 RIS K ESG B BH#EE, EHNMIET ESG 5 Bk O &2 KA.

SR LR A KAk el “ 558 B sk g /it —a Al F1 “ sasg b B oA
MR, sA A, IntR@ s R R o BEESTE AR BIRAN, Bk R Al
TG AT EPRMGEE, BESG R RMEHA TR EAM S B, SR EZE RN, FIES
AIRREER (2] ENEEE, AR BRI A RA R A E RS T, B4 ESG K25 REH
AR E FR3E S /37 ARSCBU) T — i) .

PIIA IR, F#EAE BESG RITTHAAEAFM A . AL R RS, YRR AR
HoAt At 2R 2 A DG Z (A A] BEAAAE R 22 P O, BV 4 22 TR BRI AE A 06 23 717 ok B 4 R k23 RURE
(3]s 7k, A BTN EE E A W E AR AT A K, ESG RIS A 1V 55 2 380 1) 5 30 B 2 1) £ 5%
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[4]o SRTM, FRIETASEMEH NN RIFN ESG RMAAF L HIFAL. —J71, RIUFH ESG RIS 7 4
B BGE IR, A B T A R B BRI [S], FRAR A2 KU [6], a2E T g Al iy R 58 22 Wi s Ay
7], AR E 8V 25 S (A AR TFF[9] [10], %o Al 0 i o e ok J o A B B PR bR [ 11
U7, REFH) ESG RIA BT AL AEETEAR[12], A aAHRFRBGE ARG S, f Bl
FEE b5 G h s IRARIE R, WOSLATHUER T E TR R([13], By m A —didlk14], $EEalE
PRACFEPE[15]. 25 b, SARFEN ESG HIWE AL K Z 4L HHTE ESG RIS VI 45 G5k . BAFIRE T Rl 29
ANVANME AR RIS S A2 Fa hr i mi b, (EXT ESG 2B b [ bR 35 4 1 (52wt 70 14 AR gt 4T 4
5L,

YT, ARSCIEEL 2016~2021 3R A Bl b E iy A B R AR AR REA, B R S SIS
5, T ESG RIUN b EE LA E BR e 5 B0, FFER I ESG R I FE B 38 4+ 71 i s i 42
ANFAT M ST RIAS [R] P2 BRI 6 Al 8] 1) 22 57, 7R A bk — D40 B IS Ye /il BSG R I 2 75
W, A fa B AR R . ARSCRTRBAEEMIABRDTIRG . © AXFE T ESG RILIEA N EPR3E4 /140
SR SCHER, A R4 77 AR B OGHE ESG RIMMATF G R, NG SAH LIt T 2 HH % @ &
SCABUR AL ESG KBS AEIRGARTE, 7B T BUN LG ESG {5 S5 &% i FE Al 7% S ESG 3Lk,
HEB AL AT RS R

2. XHERERIAR

KT “HEPRTES 7 S, BT LUEWIE] 20 2 80 4N, AL TFHRIZ(WEFR)TE 1985 4F (3%
Frag s ) e, EPRES 2 H iR SRR B g h, Stk sE S F 5 A
WG| J3 RS R R BT PR R RIR S B SE B o B v S E PR T R B 2EBE (IMD)TE 1996 4 (i
G ) PR, EPRES R — N EFE A A R T b L AR SE e IR E 2
W& (BT 1990 4F Michael E. Porter 7 (EZ G+ LH) — B4R, MIEPRTES Sl b4k
W E RIS HAT I R F Se  MRe 11, oAb, BUA AVBTERISE S0t o LT 7E E KA 5RO AN R
TH B3 LA B AR Al S 0 2 5 M il [ B 5 4 D s i PR 2%

BT, KT ER 3% 4 F7 AR A 7T 32 B M A [ B 5 4 7 VPAN A R RO AG S R B Ak 3 BT DA B 2
RIZ A TS5 5 AT T . 1) R Tk E Brse g g R A A o b o IR b Bt v 5% [ o B R Jig 2
Bt (IMD)FltH FL 22 B iR I (WEFR)F T BB IIVEN A RA %, 12 2R RGE A ERE T E N &5
EBR K BURF AR, BN S5 3 7055 4T S i B 56 4 7 i dabn ik & b, IMD fa4x
EZ RSN, W T — AN ERAEE R TR T ek E bR e g 15288 /1[16]; WEF il E T34
AT, PRI B SRR NS B N A = SRR SR K R 21 17] . B A 26 T Al [ o 5 4 0 PPAN 1 & (1 A
o SRR S G hlt R L R o A A 5 B3 i “ b sa 4 IR INFR bR A R 7, BRI
BAR A BT PERRAR[18] 2) KT AN EBRTE S I RIsEm K & 78, Z#H AT EZEMNRIE fed1. I 23
BT THEAT THFST. Cavusgil A1 Knight tA Al [ [ bR e 4 52 2 Al (6 [ Py s e . kiR as e
1. BlERE S PR RS AR IR AR [19]. JSEH N SR AL (AR PR A 7K 2 IR 2 5 il i) FEl Bk
HBERE P2 AL SR [20] 0 Sl AN ZRIEE AR E A BT EUR vT DU ARG R 2 E A5, i fe k&
BSOS A S SRR T[21] .

KT ESG RIS Mk EPrsa g It st, AR EZERIE By S 8 G AR L Se 4 8
. ZHOWAINN, B S G B—4EEH TR TES . RE SIS TS AN E 2 7]
PAEIERRR R, BRIE M2 A Se 4 77[22]: SKAEEEESFIT 70 I A b AR HH 4 25 ST AT MR B X H 7t 4
W b5 4 J) A B m[23]; M A RNABAE R IS4 IR NTEEEZR, WAL E bR e 4+ 77 7= A
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BIREEMA[24]. JEER, ESG AN —NERE LU ITEIR B AR E BRI, 22F NI IRIRTT ESG 14k
RIATEZ ANV 22 E 5. ESG R IUAR S A I “ R 35— D93 ) FY ey ol A4 RE A e 4 £
AP R RS AR . % T ESG RIUMBIA SR, EERE TR F50. A, #EL R
SN S ARBRIIRITTT, SEA SCHRKE BSG A SRR ARMY AT 45 58 5 JR 43 BE SRR FUHO0T [ PR 5 5 I 5EmA . itk
Gb, W FEARNY B 55 4 7 B SCRR AR AT 20K ESG X — BERERZ MR Ak B AR 7~ 228, SCRe 35 B O S 4b
IS, W] B 2 BRI AR AT AN Aok PR SE - T R B R [25]. STk, ASCREU TorAb L
A SCHRIA L, IRAIRTT ESG 5 E gl Aolk FE PR5E 5 77 Z A1 A K AR

3. Bt 5MRER
3.1. ESG RILxHHI Ak 45k FE FRE= S i

BE R AR, Sk SE PR ES H g in. eLrERIEET. PEkEET. Ebrfrz
& B BE AN A AR A5 DR 3R AR D i oIl [ B 2 40 F0 I L BE DRI 3R, A Aol [ B A 58 4 rp 09 O
fth. MAELE ST, ESG EA— AW Al Fra i B ey, Al DLRR i b Aol (1 [ brfe iong @i
S AL AR A EE J1 . (et B A GRS Al [ BRAU R R L SR Al A 7 LR KA
RSB AR, BRI L EBRTE G Ty, R mAAE [ bR LR, D lk R Bl K R A
EHHLIA.

B, R ESG R LR AL s A R GIH, BT RIMRER . SER AR . PR BTR
IR, R R, FRIRA BRAR[26], RERCR, Mmigm g A 71 [, BRELT
HETE BATAE R TUESEERAT ARSI E 2 N A, 0K A TR, B Gisrae ok, DTt
W EBRTESF Ty Hk, AR ESG RILAT B M i PR, L 2 30E 80 (X R YE 4t
TLSREE, UAKGEIEWRE . AR A eV BISEER[27], ik aT AR AS [ Bl s i SCRERME AT, il [
B pt(28], eSS H A EME LR, WA RIFIEER, MRS E PR DT &a,
BT MEARE B, BUF. B, PO RO 238 S5 S AR A G , DAASIR] T 2O Al AT 9 A e 5k
AR, A AR AR R 2, SR SRR AR OC o BRI 3 L AR [29]. REFIN ESG RILGHE
SERF SR AN DG (TR SR AR AE, AL TE AR “ AR 55957 [30], FRAGEIPRTIZHEAN B, 4l
FEIAT B2 AN RE 0 [ B T 370 5 BE8 AT R3PS i 2B ) T R [3 1], FRATHE [ B 17 37 K AT
PRI 2, TSR T AE [H PR I 5E 4 0

gi b, BRI ESG RIURT LAKE s g b Ao b AL [ PR ris sz R K 5E 4 Ar, SR brse s /1. 2T
Eortr, R HI.

H1: R ESG RIS A [ Brsa 4 ) O3 i A 32 e A A

3.2. TR ESG RIS U EFRZEFHXRBIFNM

FEREE DAL A RS, NRAEFACHER RN, Way BRMEHER T ERMES, A5
BRI AL AT ST, R I E T ISR OR Y, [ BT 3 thoBOR A AT R s R R AN A
iR,

ST PR IS, B BT RS PR SR RS (e (i A BB AT QR AITER AR, R R A
BEAT ORI AT REAE Al RS RAS, (ERHIRE, XA A 3R R R, &R Tl
MISE41(32]. BRI, fbfEXHE ESG RILAE R, MU HEGIEE ., A& 3SR TR sl 85T
ARES A HIANEA, o b B [ B g 7 A e s (BRI, B ESG RILRHSUA 4
MASHT, SRR, SR A AR A E PRI T
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F g Gl b T AR AT MR B, 0 T e S D SR AN SIS G B R R, SR G A
B g, AL A2 ER AR NS, SR ESG RIVEZE: RN, X3 ESG RIS T Hi5 44
KA, BN 2 BRI TS BRSO e, IX o LI PR AR U e, A
RSBl 2 L RSB AE R A TR B (B2, BTt Eiie, WmRES MRS
TG9a T, BT ESG SCBANE SRR, A MKIIRE, B ESG RILFT ISR T H HFRTES 77,

MHEEZ T, ARE TG e b AR5 G H5 T K430 B S 7% 5y 7 AE B AONE , A 301 4 BE 25 5y SE AR A ) ESG
BURANSEER[33], SRECE 2 (R 2r AT RS A SR I, X LSt DR A A1 T Al B AIRIE B A . 57 RAF 0
Ab S KBRS FUETE R, AT LME VAR ESG J7 HRILE L, B RANE W R, et
PRURRERESE I, MAIIARIE S, RERAS BRI 5 M S AR O B SRS AR, T 5L E PR T 7 58
T30 Bk, ARETGHANV A S S BINREEAT ESG LB ESG {5 B4R, PAEE PrTiTdy LRGeS0 9.
BT LB, RIS H2.

H2: 5 E G gAML, ARE QA R il ESG R mH EFr5E 477,

3.3. R ESG RU S I EFRFES X RN

FERERAMETHE T, EA S AEEA AEBCRTR T SRR 2 56 B4 7 TH A7 £ R
INZESE . A VIEE 2 PIBUF I E MEBCKIE T, BABUGINS 5 R REE R LE 15 DL T HES) A 4l R
ESG fAiti, {Hi2I ESG RIBZBIBHAMAT ARG, SFEIHAE ESG RILAFLLT ] BE 2 H N
TRsFo MEZT, AREA P IE S E R BN, REN T RG] E AISEit ESG H#nk, 53R EA k]
CABEPRIdE M 3G 1 [ bR ESG AR 5K, 3 RIEI0H52 ESG EFR#iBt, MMIEAR K IES) ESG STy
18 B SE 5053410 [, MECEA SN, AEEA Sk T il R 5 Sk, KRS A
TR GRS, R TR ICAT Rl A Rttt , WS STERI EBRTE R, KB 1S E B i 2 M SCREAME AT
XL A AR AT flk A S 3RS bR S R se A0 s . 2T RAE T, $R B H3.

H3: SEA AL, AFEAT MV ER 58 ESG RIE mH H bR 4 77,

4. FRRIEIT
4.1. HERIENSHBIERIR

AICLL 2016~2021 AE)IR A el b i 2w Bl AR FAEAS, 2558 ESG RIS H [ il 38 b A b [
PrRoe g IR o N PRUEEE P PTEEVE, % DL R PRI EOE BT IR L : 1) BIBRIEIEESE R A; 2) F
Fri A HHNEW ESG PER MR 3) HIRIE =8 RS H L D& 2016~2021 SRR 2% L 7oK T
ST 50%I Al . Ik, HRAFE] 871 S bE ML A AR A THIAR B, 3k 5226 AN & . Bl R iE
WK : ESG WG EE KIE T HAIE BSG WM —— LRI S B IRSS A IR AR, HAbA AR B 5
ST 1 28 2 50 FE(CSMAR) ) _ETH A B E 5T £ 51
42. BREISVR

1) iR e EPRES T

H AT 22 AR S AN e 4 TP R As I SO Fe i %, AT &, B FE & b AR [ bR 5 4 31
TR SCHERBC A IR . RGNS, SHENEH SRR B “ I SES Rl ir ik R (18],
FTHAE T, EBCELANER, SRR R B AR SRR K RS R R AR B R
WAL 2 R BE R BE T, IR AN 5 & EEANIE R PN 5 R I A LB TR (55 4 0, AR A %
MR E[35]s FAHEE A [36]55 N BIAHSGHEIT, TEFaAR MG AR E U o U AN Ab T J BRI B Al
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(1 1 PR A KT, BN B 7 R 5% T NKIOR S m Al R A A, B 283 Y 10 AN B AL Aok by 2 il 3l £
W EPRFES S fabntk &, febrrbifias T EAIRES . BERBES . EBRGTREE . B BE S AL AR S 22
JiHl, Rl EA T SRR, 15 H L A [ PR SE  TER G 1S )

il FE PR e 4 bn ik R W 1

Table 1. Enterprise international competitiveness indicator system

= 1. W ERRES DR &R

HivE —Ffetr - Y TR
B A L) FFBE BRI 2 CEDAE/EIN) * 100%
AT G TR N/ B AR AN * 100%
W RE RN L (BFR N R HCE S A TR * 100%
WERBIN G L (FERBNSENYN) * 100%
= R 6 KT HEHNE L L CREANE IS E N ) * 100%
WA I HL
DSV} bS8 TR ks CEDYRON T2 58 7= ) * 100%
HFE S KR (AR 1K 2/ 1A 1 R ) * 100%
Al e
BT A%

2) LR R ESG R

Hr, EWKZHETHARN ESG RIY HEE =7 WM KIS AL BT 82 (1) ESG #3517 1T 4
KIEER . ARCEPREIE ESG PFAE N ESG RILMRHE, XZ&RFN: 1) FERZHE =TT FFI T, HiE
ESG 112052 [H br R i Mk &0, (5% Ebr BSG 0B X, BH4EATEA LA, REthE A
I LT AR RIS, AL MAFRIESG) =AEERIPEREE R 2) HRIE ESG VER M 35 Y6 H) T HLET 2L
Yewr: 3) A A SECE M STIRAE F 4RIE ESG WERAE N ESG RILMAIE[37] [38] [39] [40] [41] DA, fH%
BRI IR E[42]. mIANTEEE[43] A AR SRR (4410 7L, ASCIEEUETE ESG WA RIE N = HE L B2
7 ESG £IHIIERR, I HEIE ESG P48l “AAA. AA. A. BBB. BB. B. CCC. CC. C” JUR4F
oA “9~17 RAF AN ESG RILMAFHEHL, KU E T A = BT i) ESG 15 BAR & 24T VF
#re

3) A&

ZRA AT SCHERIIB 78, R 7 450 m] BR A 520 DR 21, A S oK AR AR S 23 10, ARSI LI T 45 ) A0 o«
1) AL (Share), ARG R AR R LG & 2) B iR (Lev), LA AR S fufi s
TErERI A R 3) AR (Age), VA TIHF R 2 BT A4 B ZE (B B E SR B4R 2.

BT A R IR S £ 2.

4.3. REGE

N T B FEREAREE BT AR BESG FIUTH 1 M A M [ B 55 4 7 RS2, AR SR G ] S RN [R] U A
A=) TR :
ICE, = B, + BESG,, + B,Share, + f;Lev, + f,Age, + 4 +7, +&, (1
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics for variables

2. TEmARMRIT

ZE HAE HE SRA: PREE BAE B/ME
ICE 5226 0.066 0.055 0.047 0.482 0.007
ESG 5226 4.098 4.000 1.193 8.000 1.000
Share 5226 54.816 55.121 14.106 95.094 8.779
Lev 5226 0.430 0.428 0.188 2471 0.014
Age 5226 2.940 2.944 0.284 3.989 1.946

Jorb, g NBREEIR, B~ MR RS AR RE, SR TR A EAE, ¢ vt
i, &, MBEHLIRENI. A LA SR BT I HE R T A A (DR 2, BRG] T ol AT 52
BOE( g, YR R0 [ 52 208 7, ) -

5. SGERB S S
5.1. BEGRIH

BRI 3. % 3 HI()ER, TEERASIAHIARER, ESG Xt [ il 4l F Br e 4 /)
FIRECH 0.00113, HAE 1%KF FEZEMIE, UL ESG R il Ak [ b 35 4 7703 A 53 1
HEH. 21Q)ExR, RS EG, ESG X E g bk H bR 4 1 /%08 0.00126, HAE 1%
KRR EASE, U ESG RIUMT LLUET I8 K BRI RE S R A R G el
BRAGFREE . AR A i AR KA AR A5 T 20, iR s A G B I AR RS 5, WIS 67 S [
R g, 3t B A [ B 5 4 77 o et SEEAS 36 0F B & b AV ) ESG SRIUER AT, o E broe 4+ ) i,
B R 41 ESG RIS hilig Al B Br 5 4 ) B4 g W38 R E R, ik 1 R 3150 .

AR, AT FE(Share) FEF= S5 (Lev) R A AR (Age)YITE 1% /KT L 55 il i b A
W BRSE 4 I IER G, Sl b AR R 5 4 (0 ER T AR AE A . IR T FE RERE N IE, Ui
PR B, A A B2 1 R SR e A S B T IR A SERRET, TR Al 1 [ B e 4
Ty B ARER R E AL, WU ARG, LSS RE SR, WU I 4 Rk
R, B EBRES RIS TE s AR REEE R IE, SRR R, Al i
L 257K K AN BE YR G B BCRR TE 3, X I s 4 ) IO 4R TH BN R

Table 3. Results of empirical tests
3. LIERIELER

5 @ ) 3 ) ) (6)

FEHEREIH FHEREIH Hi5g JEEG R ESEIN JeEMA

ESG 0.00113™ 0.00126™" 0.00069 0.00133" 0.00099 0.00140°""
(3.95) 4.41) (1.70) (3.46) (1.61) (4.29)

sh 0.00025™" 0.00028™* 0.00027"* 0.00030"" 0.00021°"
are (5.41) (4.35) (4.29) (3.01) (3.90)

. 0.020717 0.01321" 0.02464™" 0.04316™" 0.01694""
e (7.50) (3.15) (6.85) (6.48) (5.48)

y 0.03320™" 0.01370 0.04094"* 0.01687 0.03951°"
ge (4.18) (1.08) (4.06) (0.80) (4.35)
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AT 0.06136™" -0.05937" —0.00464 -0.08182™" -0.02394 -0.07385""
e (51.39) (—2.48) (-0.12) (-2.70) (-0.37) (-2.74)
ENE e yis & & & 2 o
P 1) 4] 5 R i & pi3 & b3 & &
N 5226 5226 1824 3402 1416 3810
adj.R? 0.8971 0.8992 0.8840 0.9040 0.9200 0.8896

He T T RIRIRLE 10%. 5% 1%K T RE, FES TR fH.

BTk, At —BEE T AEANFEMRE AT, BESG FILHIAE 75250k o ) b A b [ e 55 4+
JI R ZE ARG, AR S RRAT LA R = B AT o LR S0 A b, XETATIREE RSy, 2
H8 2008 FIRE AT BT AR RAZ BT/ KBB4 KDY #2012 FiElR KGN  EiAwqT
oy 2648 51 FAT 4, N REAEE 3 E 5 YA b AR B el i 2.

% 3 WBIG)M B EAT IR R IR 45 5. |2 3 A, T EiG gk, ESG RS ik FE PR
GHWEHRBOREE; S FAEEB R, ESG RIS ML E RS M EH R EE 1%KF L RIE
FHOG, BRERAEE TG GV TR 5 i id ESG RIS A H brsa g 7). HHR M, HHEiGHA)
FHEE, AR H Y5 GeAiolb b T 1E 75 Jevh B 5 THITH G AR 758 /0N, A P St AR 1Y) ESG B AN SR TE 25 5 7
ARSI, R ARE TS YL A B /34T BSG S2EA ESG 15 B, UIEE R 3RS
R, dEmie s E RSy, R 2 5 RRHE.

2 3 BN RIBI(6) /& = BUE B kG it B . e 3 al%n, S FEAG e, ESG RIS ik F fre 4
DI A BB 3% W FAEEA 40, ESG RIS Mk E Frsw g 1 [ RETE 1%KF 2 IEMA,
XRAEE A L E A 5 8 ESG RIURIET Ay E brsa g Sy AR M, S5EA AL, JE
A LB A AR E PR 0 S %, JF H k% 58 R i Hh i 2 A STt ESG Hemg, [RIITEZR 5 3k4%
E R i se g, dEmigm BRI, Bk 3 H[RLIE.

5.2. TREMRE

1) iR &

ARSI E A ESG PR R 7 AT AR AT 30 . S UAL E A B S [13]. REEEE AR
K451 5T 712, B HEAE ESG FEZL4EHR C-CCC. B-BBB 1 A-AAA 73 HIIRAE A 1. 2. 3 RAREA ESG
FRIESEN, BT, SBRNE 4 . £ 4 5)Q2)85, ESG RIS rb [ i) i b A\ F b 35
G 17E S%KT FEEADE, Uil ESG I filigll ask F broe 4 it s B e, %458
53 3 AR, PR HI, RHARSCHINT 704 R LA fafdt:.

2) WA

Ntk — 2 55 B AT BeAEAE I AR, AR SO R AR AR B ESG R I J5 — R 2 g L) K] S 1]
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Table 4. Robustness test results
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Table 5. Results of further analysis of heavy polluters
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