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Abstract

In order to alleviate the shuttle effect of lithium polysulfides during the discharge process and im-
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prove the electrochemical performance of lithium-sulfur batteries, vanadium sulfide/reduced gra-
phene oxide (VS4/rG0), as the sulfur host and adsorption component in the cathode, was synthesized
by hydrothermal method. After sulfur loading, the flexible encapsulation for sulfur particles as well
as a high sulfur content of 73.9 wt% was realized. The morphology and characteristics of the cathode
materials were analyzed and VS4/rGO@Ss-C cathode was tested by several electrochemical tests. The
results show that the cathode has a high initial specific capacity of 1139.2 mAh-g-1 at 0.2 C with the
retention of 75.6%, which is much higher than CB@Ss-C cathode (565.2 mAh-g-1). Moreover, even at
a high sulfur loading of 5 mg-cm-2 and a high current density of 0.5 C, the initial capacity of VS./
rGO@Ss-C cathode is 609.4 mAh-g-1, and the retention rate after 100 cycles was 66.3%, indicating
the good cycle stability.

Keywords

Vanadium Sulfide, Graphene, Lithium-Sulfur Battery Cathodes

Copyright © 2022 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 5]

BEERHEOK TR ERED, BRI R E ™ E ., KRR Al BORESAR EA SRE  E
BrReRIE LGt T, O RS KRBT R BabE M s ne i R NS A, M EErEN
— M AR T, RSl T2, AR, R m AN, Oz M T EH R
TV WU AR Tl K2 F R v it S5 40k, BT ] PRS2 FH A1 55 o B FLt 2 — i DA BRI (S) M IE AR
G BB ORI AR B, B IR L A (1675 mAh-g YR FAAA BE B 25 (2600 Whkg ™) [1], ik
e DA B B b . AR, R BB I A R BRIA BT, EEZ BRI EHL): 1) 1B S
FECBCRFAY) R SR, R NS R RS, SRR R AR 2) AR R A 2 AR v A
THENLRMR, FAEIEFARBER, & CFRER” , MEEYITCRERIR: 3) Sy MR =P 1) % B
ZRK, RIS FE ATV RIZL, S0 F G PR PR 2 A

NEEMRVL LR, W SR S R X 2 R R RO R R R R, s N R
PEFR AR . AR AT SR, ST, EERmEAR. R RBR S L, 2 — Fh AR R4
APRE . BRACKAE[2]. AT 8BMR[3]. ZFLBR[1]. 25O BR[4) SRR CWl T & BLUF T 4R rE b IE AR AR
THLT RAFHIHRAGETERE . SR, BRADRIRIESS, XA Z LB RE DA IR, RSB AN E
SUMN e 5 1) 77 2R 2 TRAGEE I AR N . S S A m B o i, R S
JEBALYI(TMSs)VE B ET B it IE AP RE R R P4 5y, SRR (LS 2 B FE sl /R, 4R s RERL5]
WHFLR B TMSs B A% 2 B ALAR 1 = O B e 77, T SE 3 R AR e v iR 1) 25 [6] [ 7] [8]

TEARSCIAE A TAE S, ¥ DUBRAL B (VS ME BT Fth IE A A R AR 2 5y, S5k SR A A R0
(rGOYE EAEA Sg HIBARA Bl S AR HOEE IR 5 ] % T B S 0 VS/rGO@Ss-C 41 H it IEFR AT K,
5B FHIRE@Ss-C IEWAEHCB@Ss-C) A7 Xf o MNAZE SR E W], VS/rGO REME SEILNT Sg MUkL
AT, BRURTE VST Sg IR RN, 36T VSy/rGO@Ss-C 1A IAR A F it LA R 4 1 Ak,

ik
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2. SCIOERSy
2.1. VS/rGO B

AL B2 (GO) L Hammer 725 A 3E R, 28 B0 ) 45453 291 K5 #1145 1 GO VB %2 0.5 mgrmL ™,
EHL 150 mL, fNA 0.48 g fRELEREA(NaVO;-2H,0, 744l AR, s RHE A RA ). 1 gmia
BERZ(TAA, 438740 AR, ABTHRIELE AR A ). 0.24 g AL BI(NaOH, 7 Hr4li AR, JARTH RHE
EEMAERAR), ARMRAEET 200 mL K#EF, FHEFPETHRZ 160°C, fRIE 24 he KR
JERHRER, @XRETKER 2 KEEHET, RERBE VS/iGO A,

2.2. BXHER VS/rGO@Ss-C 1 CB@S;-C B &

HY 0.5 g Sg 1 0.06 gVS/rGO #K, 7wt 5 & Fifmr, T80 i ar sy ok s, W
LA 5°C/min MIFHERIE R INAAZE 155°CHRI 2.5 h, 45 HARRE =R, KT VS/rGO@Ss B K . A
R, APEE N 0.01 m/min, SHENES. B VSSIGO@Ss ¥ K HLT 100 mL G+, A 0.04 g
(115 FL 2 SE(CB), 7E/MB A JEAE A AL EE 1 h, 33U HOR A K0 B0l A BRI F] 0.5 mg-mL™ 200 mL
GO B, 15370 B Bo ¥ 20 B B #6852 500 mL [B i BRI AT HGE J5 S 0, 48 R THEE 90°C
TN 800 puL Z /K1 200 uL 7K S BN NIERF, 90 CIEIR N 2.5 ho N 45 H 5 HIRFEIR, L/ .
Wk BB FRRUGET G, g, T 24 h, (EFETERHE 15 MPa (IR T IEHINE R,
133 A 3 VSy/rGO@Ss-C M FELIB IER « % EUFE il CB@Ss-C Bl %1 #2 y: HL 0.5 g Sg A1 0.06 g CB
WA, ARouHEEE TR, EERELEMRKTIHES VS/rGO@Ss-C [l % —.

2.3. MRIRIES &

FERTESARAE . T RA L. 45 A R 7 R AL (SEM, JSM-7500F) X 2647 1 (XRD,
DX2700B). X HF£E 5 s T AERE A (XPS, Escalab 250xi)#EAT MR RAE . 4145 FOARAR B it IE AR ADRE b 65 &
BT MESHTUTG, STA 449 FS)IEATINAK, MIXSFNES, BEEEANEIR-550C, JHEERA
10°C'min "',

2.4. EB{LEMEETNR

¥ VS/rGO@Ss-C #f FL it IE AR 2% CR2032 AFnaleaith, o sith i) s Ak pe b AT k. 42k
R ARG A FRY TITFERM AT, SRS B, 3 IELE il RS 1.0 M XY
=P B R T A AT (LiTFST) A AR T 2 % — F ik (DME) Il — %k k(DOL)E &7+, DME £l DOL )
WAL R 101, BINFN 2.0% LiNOs, Lt ZH 25 i 193805 E(Electrolyte/Sulfur, E/S)A 10 pL-mg ', {4 FI )
A5 Cleard2500. 8 g R AAX 2R AT PR B A2 7= 1 Fa Ak 2% TAE Sl Bt EAT P8 R AR 22 (CV)
AL BH AT (ELS) o A QT Mk 05 P R A BR 2 = A0l R SOt of Fi b 5 A7 438 78 T8 ik
(GCD)HMEZIME, AR5 CT2001A.

3. FR51TR
3.1. EHERIE

Bl 1(a)FI ] 1(b) VS4#rGO ] SEM El% . BRCIR VS, 7E 1GO Fr )2 E¥s A, FERICAPFIE
B PO RCRAR R A ERIRIBURL ;55— B SE T IR, RO ET P R A5 BURL & 20
L. B 1) RE 1(d)N VS/rGO@Ss 1 SEM ElfG . IRy Bk fG, VS, P MEEHE R, HRN
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Figure 1. (a) & (b) SEM images of VS,/rGO; (c) & (d) SEM images of VS,/rGO@Sg
1. (a) & (b) VS4/rGO HJ SEM Elf&; (c) & (d) VS/rGO@S; #J SEM Elf&

P4 2(b)A VS4rGO f) XRD 11, RFAEIERF & FAHH VS, (JCPDS No. 87-0603). VS,/rGO ] EDS /&
RS IR EE R V. S, O =Rt EMfES, Hd 0 &K HE 1GO FFRZEERRMGHIER, V. S HIE
THA Ry 14, F6 VSa VIS maE it &L
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Figure 2. (a) EDS-Mapping (S, V, O) of VS,/rGO@S;s; (b) XRD pattern of VS,/
rGO; (c) EDS (V, S, O) of VS4/rGO

2. (a) VSyrGO 1 V, O, S mREHAMER; (b) VS4/rGO B XRD i&[E;
(c) VS4/rGO HY EDS £
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3 N VS/rGO@Ss-C Fl CB@Ss-C 19 TG 1P,  F AR 15 BH W5 R E AR A4 L O BR & & Horr,
VS/rtGO@Ss-C IEAZH IR & 5N 73.9 wt%, CB@Ss-C IEM IR & &N 71.1 wt%, 55258 &
R
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Figure 3. TG curves of VS,/rtGO@Ss-C and CB@Ss-C
& 3. VS,/rGO@Ss-C #1 CB@Ss-C B TG i

] 4 5 VS/rGO ) XPS 41 C 1s. S 2p. A1V 2p I/ . & 4(a)FiRiI4iéd, 165.04 eV.
229.18 eV, 284.8 eV, 530.69 eV, 631.68 eV 73 HIXTI. S 2p. S 2s. C Isy O 1s F1'V 2s {Jlf, 518.64 eV Fll
525.64 eV JET AV 2p, £ VS, 5 GO KIRIFLES. 16 C 1s @ HHE( 4(b)H, 284.8 eV ALFIIEALHE
C-C BEMIAERL, /& rGO HT IZ AT HLd; 285.7 eV I 288.8 eV AL I /35l %F N C-O $#F1 C=0 FILE A,
FRMRAELE S S BE A [10], 20472 BT 1GO BIERPE AL B AN 28 i b A7 7E & b B B e R B e ik i
76 S 2p F A HERE (1 4(c))H, 163.09 eV Fl 165.02 Flhb BT I RUES 2p1 F1'S 2psn)Fan VS4/rGO i C-S
BEIAR[11], 168.89 eV AbXTI S-O BEMILEMK, 164.05 eV ALKIEJE T S 2p1n KB VS,/G 1 ST HIAFTE
[12]o 7EV 2p B HERE(E 4(d)H, 7E517.2eV. 52425eV. 515.69 eV AbH B & i =Mk, i g b i
JE T V¥ 2psn 1 2p1s 515.69 eV AbIEVAJE T V3 2ps,, BIFEK PG FE 382 OALE R A VP [13].

3.2. E{LFEMRERIR

K 5(a) N VS4rGO@Ss-C il CB@Ss-C IERR I/ CV #hZk, 934 0.1 mVs™'. VS,/GO@Ss-C 1EH%
TECE I FE P AFAE AN IR R g, AT 2.35 VAT 2.0 V &b, 235 VIRRIEAEAE Sg 0 FH . 5 LiYE
SEE KB AL R, 2.0 VIEJFREL R A KA 2 A S Li' g &R i i 72 g AR
H12.32V M1 243 V ALAELER AN A, 43 5l LG A B ) A B 22 B A B A AL . R R 2 A LB D S AL R
Ss (I HE . XA CB@Ss-C 1IEARIK CV il Z £E T35 F R o (R RE 0 I HH W A58 S5, 56 82 Fy i A7 BEAIG
i CB@Ss-C IEAR N EBMRAL K ARHIEFE R BAEE — A, 5. Kl 5(b)~ VSi/rGO@Ss-C 1EK
AT =M CV ik, HERN 0.1 mVs'. & ZIRFABAIEIR, VS/rGO@Ss-C IEM KT CV 12k (¥ 07 A
TR TE 4 —8, RWZER AT R E . B 5(0)BR T VSyrGO@Ss-C Fl CB@Ss-C 1E A 1%
FHERE. BHELL0.05 C (1 C= 1675 mA-g ") HLI S B B RH B AdE A7 1k 1 B, BB S IR VCR A 0.1 C
0.3 C. 0.5C 11 C HyHLIRE FEREAT 10 XA, RAHBRFERE R 0.3 C 0.1 C, MWEHEMH
HEMBTED . VS/rGO@Ss-C IEMLAE 0.1 C.0.3 C.0.5C A1 1 C IR o EL & 820 5108 1155 mAh-g™'
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Figure 4. (a) XPS spectra of VS,/rGO; XPS binding energy spectra of (b) C, (¢) S and (d) V
[ 4. (a) VS4/rGO B XPS £iE5#7; VS4/rGO Hi(b) C, (c) S F(d) V RIS D ¥HLEE

858.8 mAh-g'.540.9 mAh-g~' f1282.6 mAh-g™', BRI HEIKE % 0.3 C 1 0.1 C J&, &AW E A 845.6 mAh-g'
F1952.1 mAh-g ', 53R MEfE R X ELRE CB@Ss-C IEAREARAE 3 0.1 C. 0.3 C FERY VS,A/GO@S;s-C
IEARZE T 100 mAh-g ™, 0.5 C I 28 K08 %, X8 134 mAh-g ™', 1 C I [ LA B N 37.6 mAh-g ',
PSS AR A 3k K 3 o L I T TR

5(d)A VSy/rGO@Ss-C TEARAEA R U % FE T B AR BRI 2 . 75 % H R 3 B R 2R AR 2 LA
&, 5 CV IR AN G R g . Hodr, 0.05 C AT0.1 C B F 78 BCE Bl 2R P AN i T B KR
LeR 1:3, BREHZ 00 JE ROBIRIEAT s 4 i BN 0.3 C IF, PN G0 B2 FL A, %, He
ARG K. 0.5 CHF, VS/rGO@Ss-C IEARI GCD HIZE~F &4 TS, KB EF&IKT 1.85 V,
L FEIE KR 1 C I PR B R VS P TCiR IR RSO, R 2 A B e AR ) R A TR R IR
AT o

] 5(e)’N VS4/rGO@Ss-C Fl CB@Ss-C 1EMR 1) EIS i B, 151 5(0) Xt Wi A 1E 8K 1) 28 it PR e i 47 00 &
IS} K AL B B, VS4/rGO@Ss-C 1IEM K H Fitting model 1 #4704, CB@Ss-C IEA%F M Fitting model
2 BTG . VSirGO@Ss-C IEARI EIS 1% B rfr, i 2k 73 Aoy« AR X A AR A i A DX (1= [ o fIAT
X IRy Warburg BHPT, ARE TP HG Sl 2 B 52K A8 0 H fef 572 L BH(Ret). CB@Ss-C 1EAR T
EIS 1%, k=5 X IR Foi X g2 B A S A X 8 . Hod 2 i o X 18]
RET 2 RIS T, SRR B0 BRI Z5 A Bt 5% . BRI, Ret J2 50 HL it 25 & (1) SR A
BRI BEOE A B NG K 1 BT ORI R 2 AL K DUAR A 58 A AL 3 BIE AR
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Figure 5. (a) The initial CV curves of VS,/rGO@Sg-Cand CB@Ss-C cathodes; (b) The first three CV curves of VS,/rGO@Sg-C
cathode; (c) The rate performance of VS,/rtGO@Sg-Cand CB@S;-C cathodes; (d) GCD profiles of VS,/rGO@Ss-C cathode at
different current densities; () & (f) EIS curves of VS,/rGO@Ss-Cand CB@S;-C cathodes and the fitting models

[l 5. (a) VS/rGO@Ss-C #1 CB@Ss-C IEIREIERE CV BHLL; (b) VS/IGO@Ss-C IEARHIRI= CV Hi%k; (c) VSy/rGO@Ss-C F
CB@Ss-C IEMRRIERMRE; () TRIBREE T VS/IGO@Ss-C IEMRE) GCD BhZk; (¢) & (f) VS/rGO@Ss-C IERAY EIS i
[E] R A5 40 B 3 5]
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AR RIEIR[14]. KUk, BT E UURAEAT Ret (B2 PG IEARA R A 27 S N Bh 1) 2 1) B S 4
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Figure 6. (a) The cycling performance of VS,/rGO@Ss-Cand CB@Ss-C at 0.2 C; (b) The cycling performance of VS,/rGO@Sg-C
with different sulfur loading of 2 mg-cm 2 and 5 mg-em 2 at 0.2 C; (c) The cycling performance of VS4/rGO@Ss-C with dif-
ferent sulfur loading of 2 mg-em 2 and 5 mg-cm 2 at 0.5 C

6. (a) VS4/rGO@Ss-C F1 CB@S;-C 7E 0.2 C THITEIFERE; (b) REIFRGEIRH VS/rGO@Ss-C 7E 0.2 C THITEERE
BE; (O EIFREEMN VS/IGO@Ss-C 7E 0.5 C THIEIRMEAE

6(a) N VS/rtGO@Ss-C Fl CB@Ss-C 1IEMTE 0.2 C FHIIEIFMERE, BRFMERELIN 2 mgem 2. )
K 0.1 C 5t EEAT I Ak, T VS,/rGO@Ss-C HITBF EL 28 8 A 1372.0 mAh-g ' ¥ R B E R TH A 0.2
CJa, VS/rGO@Ss-C W4 B i L 45 84 1139.2 mAh-g™, 13 100 [Bl)5 A BRI RN 75.6%, FEE
FITEIR N 0.2%, EAR SRR e BT 94% . 4K ELIE A 100 P8 ), VS/rGO@Ss-C I HL EL ¥ B T ) &5 555.3
mAh-g”', BWERMEFFEN 48.7%, FERMCRWEIEE. VSAGO@Ss-C IEWAERT 100 FEIIEFF R I H R 4F
FENE, 7E 100 BEIZ 200 EHX—EFRX A, A BRI T 35.5%, FERAETHEE 80%A 4, X
— IR R ATEE IR TR, VS/rGO@Ss-C REMEFEMEIN, VS, AT AR RIEWIHER, H W%
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ZRALER I TR TAEKTERE T, VS/rGO@Ss-C 2 B A FEAS RUR KA B R FEFE I T B4
HEHT, B TR R AT, A Se A2 BT ME 2 RAGEE, 2 SR RIAM Rl VS/rGO T 2E 5 [ A5 1
I, XA - W - 2L BEEERET, VSy/rGO Xt Sy M FDRA MBS, HIHIE
I IE TP I B8 S B R, IR R R AT RIS . (B IEIR S, TR TSR,
VS4/rGO Xf Sg FIELEER A, AN7u 55 HIE A T B0 T AL EE 10 AR SR, 25 328 . CB@Ss-C 1IEARTE
0.1 CiEALI B HE 728 BN 836.0 mAh-g ', /N T VS/rGO@Ss-C 1EM . HH EIFE N 0.2 C JFH 8
AKEHN 5652 mAhg ™, FEFE 200 BRI AR N 159.7 mAhg ', BREMIFERN 28.2%. X —NfLHh4h
R VSy/rGO I & S5 M REE A 2 T H it I FLA 2 M

NEE— PR VS/rGO@Ss-C HISZPR M FHET £, #1451 TH 13 E 2518 2 mgem * Al 5 mgem™ [
VS/tGO@Ss-C TEREAAAL,  F06F JH 5 b 471 8k Ao TE AR () B e Tt R A7 A [ H 008 R OO P M Rk
0.1 C i, MRAMAER VS/rGO@Ss-C 1 0.2 C i 1 B L 28 80 929.2 mAh-g ™', JE3F 100 [8 5 2 &
TREFR N 76.6%; H R VS/rGO@Ss-C IEWAE 0.2 C I 1 Pl EL 5 B A 898.8 mAh-g', 73K 100
Wl Ja A R ORRE RN 50.7%, A Fe et RIF. MU SR % 0.5 COMATIEMES, KMEE VSy
rGO@Ss-C MR EAAE L5 0.2 CHFHEIT, 753K 100 B FBA B N 611.8 mAh-g ', [ FF 2N 74.4%;
H R VS/rGO@Ss-C 1EML LA 0.5 C [ ML 2 BE AR A I & PRl i L 25 508 609.4 mAh-g ™', R HIHAZE
EREGRE, B ESETRE, SR T ERERRR, IR AR R S, MR AR AN R,
SRR EPUE R, A 2R E MR SR RMER, SR ETRE. 0.5 CIEH 100 [
G, BN VS/rGO@Ss-C L LA BN 406.4 mAh-g ', BEIFEN 66.3%. 21, EARME MK
O T, VS/rGO@Ss-C IEMRIIRe IR RF R AFHIEHMERE, EA T RE i SE RS H T 5

4. &g

N T R AR I EARE R R, AR 2 AR AR AR, SR B A SRR, ASCR
TH T —FhLL VS AE i 200 20 2 1) B S 1 AR H it B AR S5 40 . SR ZKRGEAE VS, BURLE GO F )2 Lk
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